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Genome dlscovenes could help children, fanuhes
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Now that the public and
private drafts of the hu-

Whatdothesedevelopmems
mean foryou, nowand in the future?
At Childrens Mercy, we are build-
ingaworld-class genetics program to
address these issues and to take ad-
vantage of thelatest developments to
children and

neticists embrace the opportumggr-to
discuss theseissues and ad-
mc:giﬂ:e cause of medical science
greater understanding.
Perhaps the mostimmediate effect
will come from increased numbers of
teststo detect defects in previously

fi genetic mutations
or many m
known to cause diseases
| havenotbeen available be-
| cause the DNA sequences
have been . The
genome sequence will now
simplify the devel mentof
these tests. Many of the new
tests will be considered ex-
tal at first because
results for different patients
will have to be verified in
multiplelaboratories.
'lheoompletesequencewﬂlaccel
erate the discovery of genes that
cause or predispose to many differ-
dmmaregiond;nthec]uor;;omme
containing a disease search-
l.n ftg:nmg dlfferemfoundonly
members who are diag-
nosed with aparticular disorder.
With the genome sequence, it will
take months (rather than years) to
thoroughly sift through all of the can-
didate genes in a particular chromo-

region.
Once genetic differences are found

in individuals affected with genetic
disorders, it may be possible to de-
velop drugs that potentially correct
defects or prevent symptoms
Therapies

m ; ta:ged
tmhecauseof disease may

preventative measures, for example,

to make lifestyle changasar mbegi.n
therapies that could forestall

“conditions. theoddsofde-
vel ageneticdisordermay
usmwhemertoact,butwch

qshas an individual threshold for tol-
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